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Jonathan Kolm
Composer and Pianist

915 E 41st Street Apt 204
Austin, TX 78751

Tel: (512) 415-7126
e-mail: jonathankolm@hotmail.com

Education

DMA, composition, University of Texas at Austin, 2007
Principal composition teachers: Kevin Puts, Dan Welcher, Donald Grantham and
Yevgeniy Sharlat.

Studied 20th century music and symphonic form with Elliot Antokoletz.
Film music studies with James Buhler (theoretical) and Bruce Pennycook (applied).
MM, music composition, Virginia Commonwealth University, 2000

Principal composition teachers: Peter Knell and Allan Blank.
BM, piano performance, VCU, 1999

Principal piano instructor: Landon Bilyeu.

Participated in composition master classes with Sam Adler, William Bolcolm, John
Corigliano, Moritz Eggert, Fred Lerdhal, Jennifer Higdon, Lee Hyla, Stephen
Mackey, James Macmillan, Bernard Rands, Michael Torke, Joan Tower, and
Melinda Wagner.

Attended new music festival MUSIC05 in Cincinnati, OH, premiere of Warrior from the
Deep for three percussionists, attended MUSIC07.

Symposium Fellow at the 2004 Ernest Bloch New Music Festival in Newport, OR,
performance of A Dream within a Dream.

Piano instructors: Landon Bilyeu, Roger Shields. 18 years studying piano, numerous
solo recital and chamber music appearances, performances with the University of
Texas New Music Ensemble.

Violin Instructors: Robert Murray, Suzanne Schreck. 12 years studying violin, many
chamber music appearances, performances with the Virginia Commonwealth
University Orchestra and opera productions.

Academic Teaching Experience

Assistant Instructor at the University of Texas at Austin (2005-present) teaching freshman
and sophomore theory, ear training, advanced tonal harmony, and music
fundamentals. Created curriculum and chose all materials for the Elements of
Music class MUS 606.

Adjunct faculty (2001-2002) at Randolph-Macon College (four-year accredited college),
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teaching all private piano students.

Other Academic Experience

Composition chair, 2006 GAMMA-UT conference (Graduate Association of Music and
Musicians At UT, a graduate organization of musicologists, ethnomusicologists,
music theorists, and composers dedicated to promoting interdisciplinary
collaboration among these areas). Duties included:

 hiring The Tosca String Quartet (professional ensemble) for the awards concert
 handling all associated financial details
 selecting the composition committee
 reviewing and selecting all submissions
 planning the rehearsal and awards concert

Committee Member of Texas Graduate Christian Fellowship (2004-present). Duties
include:

 fundraising
 organizing guest speakers for events
 planning for the annual Christian Scholars Forum (interdisciplinary event

consisting of academic lectures given by graduate students from around the country
on diverse topics) at the University of Texas at Austin

Lecture ‘Perspectives on American Foreign Policy’(30 minute lecture with Powerpoint
presentation followed by Q&A), presented at The Hill House (an official UT
student organization), October 2006.

Professional Music Experience

Private composition teacher, student works selected for performance at the UT ‘Wet Ink’ 
series of concerts for new music.

Piano teacher for eight years. Private studio and group class instruction.
Professional work as arranger and copyist.
Pianist for classic worship services at Grace Covenant Church (2005-present).
Instructor of theory, piano, and violin, Institute for the Arts in Austin, TX, 2003.
Pianist at Good Shepherd United Methodist Church in Richmond, VA (2001-2002).

Composition Awards

Finalist in the Young New Yorkers' Chorus third annual Competition, commissioned
choral work premiered at Awards Concert in New York, June, 2007.

First place prize in the 2006 Twentieth Annual Composer’s Competition at Austin Peay 
State University for Dream within a Dream (soprano, cello, piano).

Honorable mention in the 2005 (first annual) New Choral Music Competition for Winter
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Heavens (SATB chorus) and world premiere given by the New York Virtuoso
Singers, October 2005.

Second place prize, 2005 Voices of Change Competition for Crystal Fantasy (flute,
clarinet, violin, and cello) which was performed at the Dallas Museum of Art
in April 2005.

Score call selection, Washington Composers’ Forum of Six Colors (clarinet duo),
performed 2003, Seattle, WA.

Third place prize, Victor Herbert/ASCAP Awards in the 2002 National Federation of
Music Clubs Contest for Young Composers for Quantum Music.

Nancy and Russel Hatz Special Recognition Award 2002 for Inquiring Soul (soprano and
piano).

Second place prize, 2001 Percussive Arts Society Composition Contest for The
Primitive Cosmos (percussion ensemble). Published by HoneyRock Publishing.

Finalist, 2001 Morton Gould Young Composer Awards for Duo for Percussion and
Piano.

Significant Composition Performances and Premieres

Cedo Maiori (SATB chorus) world premiere October 2006, Columbia University by The
New York Virtuoso Singers (Harold Rosenbaum conducting) which also included
other world premieres and works by John Harbison and Milton Babbitt.

Animal Suite (violin and piano) premiered St. Paul, MN, May 2006. Upcoming tour in
Europe, several US tours.

Winter Heavens (SATB chorus) premiered New York City, October 2005, Madison
Avenue Presbyterian Church by the New York Virtuoso Singers (Harold
Rosenbaum conducting).

Warrior from the Deep (three percussionists) performed MUSIC05 in Cincinnati, OH;
CD release pending, Bravura Trio. Upcoming performances in other US cities.

Mere Mirrors (alto flute, English horn, bass clarinet) performed, Illegal Harmony Wind
Trio, An Tuireann Arts Centre in Portree on Skye, Scotland, UK, April 2005. Also
performed several times in London in 2006.

Other Awards and Honors

Recipient, VCU Graduate Music Scholarship (1999-2000).
Semi-finalist, 1999 Fischoff Chamber Music Competition (as pianist).
Outstanding Achievement in Chamber Music Award (Virginia Commonwealth

University), 1999.
Winner, VCU Undergraduate Theory Scholarship Award, 1998.
Winner, Vivace Chamber Music Competition (Roanoke, VA) 1998 (as pianist).
Winner, Virginia Music Teachers Association Chamber Music Competition (as pianist)

1998.
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Recent Commissions (2005-2007)

Young New Yorkers' Chorus, new commissioned choral work will be premiered at Awards
Concert in New York, June, 2007.

Song cycle commission from soprano Mela Dailey, poems by Walt Whitman.
Upcoming premiere in 2007, multiple performances.

Via, Vita, Veritas, a 45-minute Easter Cantata (SATB choir and orchestra), commissioned
by First Evangelical Free Church in Austin, TX, premiered on April 9th, 2006.

Animal Suite, for violin and piano, commissioned by the Austin Eurythmy Ensemble,
premiered summer 2006 in St. Paul, MN. Toured in Europe in the fall of 2006, also
toured on east and west coast of the US.

Warrior from the Deep (percussion trio) commissioned by the Bravura trio (CD release
pending). Frequent performances by various percussion ensembles.

Theatrical and Film Music Commissions

Commission from University of Texas Film Institute for Annual Giving Video
Project, August 2006.

Repetition with Variation (film, directed by Lisa Kaselak, 2006)
Sacrament (film, written and directed by David Garcia, 2005)
Annoud’s Journey (film, written and directed Javier Bonafont, 2005)
Gum (film, written and directed by Jeremy Rodgers, 2004)
The Little Mermaid (play, written by Jennifer Lynn Cameron, premiered at Austin

Playhouse, 2004)

List of Works

Orchestral

Prophecies,15’ fullorchestra (3333 4331 perc(3) timp strings), 2007

Wind among the Waters,12’ (3333 4221) perc(2) timp hrp stings), 2003

Chamber Music

Animal Suite,5’ violin, piano, and dancers, 2006
(performed in St. Paul, MN, several US tours)
Commissioned by the Austin Eurhythmy Ensemble.

Warrior from the Deep,15’  percussion trio, 2005
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(performed at MUSIC05 in Cincinnati, OH, many other performances, upcoming on CD)
Commissioned by the Bravura Trio.

Crystal Fantasy, 16’ flute, clarinet, violin, and cello, 2004
(performed at UT Austin, November 2004)
(second place prize winner at 2005 ‘Voices of Change’ competition)

Dialogues,15’ timpani and percussion ensemble, 2004
(performed at University of Texas Austin concert for new music, 11/21/04)

Mere Mirrors,8’alto flute, English horn, bass clarinet, 2004
(performed by Illegal harmony Wind Trio
at An Tuireann Arts Centre in Portree on Skye,
Scotland in April 2005, other performances in the UK)

Six Colors, 12’two clarinets, 2003
(chosen for performance in 2003, Washington Composer’s Forum, performed in Seattle, 
WA in 2003)

Quantum Music, 24’  oboe, clarinet, violin, and ‘cello, 2001
(third place prize winner, 2002 National Federation of Music Clubs Contest)

The Primitive Cosmos, 10’  Percussion Ensemble, 2000
(second place prize winner, 2001 Percussive Arts Society National Competition,
published by Honeyrock Publishing, 2002)

Duo for Piano and Percussion, 5’  2000 
(finalist, 2001 Morton Gould Young Composer Awards)

Choral Music

Cedo Maiori,7’SATB chorus, 2006
(performed at Columbia University in October 2006 by New York Virtuoso Singers
conducted by Harold Rosenbaum)

Via, Vita, Veritas,40’ SATB choir and full orchestra, 2006
(performed in Austin, TX in April 2006)
Commissioned by First Evangelical Free Church in Austin, TX.

Winter Heavens, 5’ SATB chorus, 2005
(performed by New York Virtuoso Singers in New York City conducted by Harold
Rosenbaum)

Come with Me,  6’ SATB chorusand piano, 2003
(commissioned by Manchaca United Methodist Church, February, 2003)
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Vocal Music

Seven Poems by Walt Whitman,13’ soprano and piano, 2007

A Dream within a Dream, 9‘soprano, cello, and piano, 2004
(first place prize winner,Twentieth Annual Composers Composer’s Competition (2006),
Austin Peay State University, also performed at 2004 Ernst Block New Music Festival and
MUSIC07)

Inquiring Soul, 4’  Soprano and Piano, 2001
(2002 Nancy and Russel Hatz Special Recognition Award)

Instrumental Solo Music

Roaming for Reason,20’ solo cello, 2005
(commissioned by New Zealand cellist Miranda Wilson, performed in US and NZ)

Passing Thoughts, 3’ solo piano, 2005
(premiered at University of Texas Austin concert for new music, September, 2005)

Five Etudes for Left or Right Hand, 7’ 1999
(premiered in Richmond, VA, April 1999)
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